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§ 1177.10 Collection services. 
(a) The Endowment may contract for 

collection services to recover out-
standing debts. The Endowment may 
refer delinquent debts to private col-
lection agencies listed on the schedule 
compiled by the General Services Ad-
ministration. In such contracts, the 
National Endowment for the Human-
ities will retain the authority to re-
solve disputes, compromise claims, ter-
minate or suspend collection, and refer 
the matter to the Department of Jus-
tice or the General Accounting Office. 

(b) The contractor shall be subject to 
the disclosure provisions of the Privacy 
Act of 1974, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
552a(m)), and to applicable federal and 
state laws and regulations pertaining 
to debt collection practices, including 
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 
15 U.S.C. 1692. The contractor shall be 
strictly accountable for all amounts 
collected. 

(c) The contractor shall be required 
to provide to the Endowment any data 
contained in its files relating to the 
debt account upon agency request or 
upon returning an account to the En-
dowment for referral to the Depart-
ment of Justice for litigation.

§ 1177.11 Referral to the Department 
of Justice or the General Account-
ing Office. 

Debts over $600 but less than $100,000 
which the Endowment determines can 
neither be collected nor otherwise dis-
posed of will be referred for litigation 
to the United States Attorney in whose 
judicial district the debtor is located. 
Claims for amounts exceeding $100,000 
shall be referred for litigation to the 
Commercial Litigation Branch, Civil 
Division of the Department of Justice.

§ 1177.12 Compromise, suspension and 
termination. 

(a) The Chairperson of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities or his 
designee may compromise, suspend or 
terminate the collection of debts where 
the outstanding principal is not great-
er than $20,000. Endowment procedures 
for writing off outstanding accounts 
are available to the public. 

(b) The Chairperson of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities may 
compromise, suspend or terminate col-

lection of debts where the outstanding 
principal is greater than $20,000 only 
with the approval of, or by referral to 
the United States Attorney or the De-
partment of Justice. 

(c) The Chairman of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities will refer 
to the General Accounting Office 
(GAO) debts arising from GAO audit 
exceptions.

§ 1177.13 Omissions not a defense. 
Failure to comply with any provi-

sions of this rule may not serve as a de-
fense to any debtor.

§ 1177.14–1177.99 [Reserved]

PART 1178—USE OF PENALTY MAIL 
IN THE LOCATION AND RECOV-
ERY OF MISSING CHILDREN

Sec.
1178.1 Purpose and scope. 
1178.2 Withdrawal of information.

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 3220.

§ 1178.1 Purpose and scope. 
(a) The Chairperson of the National 

Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 
may direct the agency to use penalty 
mail to assist in the location and re-
covery of missing children. When de-
termined to be appropriate and cost-ef-
fective, the National Endowment for 
the Humanities may print, insert or 
use any other effective method to affix 
pictures and biographical data relating 
to missing children on NEH mail. The 
contact person for matters related to 
the implementation of this part is 
Tracy J. Joselson, Esq. Office of the 
General Counsel, National Endowment 
for the Humanities, 1100 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20506, 
(202) 786–0322. 

(b) The National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children will be the ex-
clusive source from which the National 
Endowment for the Humanities will ob-
tain photographic and biographical in-
formation for dissemination to the 
public. 

(c) It is estimated that the National 
Endowment for the Humanities will 
incur no additional costs to implement 
this program during its initial year. 
This estimate is based on a review of 
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